indigenous peoples
and epistemic injustice:
science, ethics and
human rights
12:15 pm / thursday, march 7, 2013
room 114 / armstrong hall
sandra day o’connor college of law
arizona state university / tempe campus

a lecture by

Rebecca Tsosie
Regents’ Professor of Law
Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law
Arizona State University
Professor Tsosie’s lecture is based on her most recent article, which explores the use
of science as a tool of public policy and examines how science policy impacts
indigenous peoples in the areas of environmental protection, public health, and
repatriation. Drawing on Miranda Fricker’s account of “epistemic injustice,” the article
explores the often hidden ways in which laws and policies in these three areas have harmed Native peoples in the United
States, and argues that science policy can promote effective partnerships and facilitate the realization of human rights if
guided by appropriate ethical constructs.
Rebecca Tsosie is a Regents’ Professor at the Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law at Arizona State University and a
member of the Faculty of Philosophy in the School of Historical, Philosophical and Religious Studies. She is also a faculty
affiliate for the American Indian Studies Program. Professor Tsosie, who is of Yaqui descent, joined the ASU College of
Law faculty in 1994 and served as the Executive Director of the law school’s Indian Legal Program from 1996-2011. She
teaches in the areas of Federal Indian law, Constitutional law, Property, Cultural Resources law, Bioethics and Critical Race
Theory. Professor Tsosie has written and published widely on doctrinal and theoretical issues related to tribal sovereignty,
environmental policy, and cultural rights. She has worked extensively with tribal governments and organizations, and serves
as an appellate judge for the Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation’s Supreme Court and and the San Carlos Apache Tribe’s Court
of Appeals. Professor Tsosie received her B.A. and J.D. degrees from the University of California, Los Angeles, and is
admitted to practice in Arizona and California.

free and open to the public / deli lunch provided
rsvp to kathy tevis at 480-965-2922 or kathy.tevis@asu.edu
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