Sports and Entertainment Law Journal
Membership Benefits, Criteria, and Application Process
Purpose of the Sports and Entertainment Law Journal (“SELJ”)
SELJ’s purpose is to promote development of the law by publishing scholarly legal articles.  To this end, SELJ is a forum for legal scholars and practitioners in sports and entertainment law, a resource for scholarly work, and an opportunity for students at the Sandra Day O'Connor College of Law to engage in legal research and commentary in these niche areas of the law.
Functions of Student Editors
SELJ membership is a two-year commitment. During their first year of membership, all members are Staff Writers. The primary function of a Staff Writer is to edit, bluebook, and cite-check articles.  Each Staff Writer must also author a Note or Comment of publishable quality. The Note or Comment may be submitted for publication in SELJ. 
During their second year, Staff Writers are appointed to an editorial position. Editors do little cite-checking or bluebooking. Instead, Editors assume leadership roles. For example, advising a Note or Comment or running a production team. All second-year members also have the opportunity to run for Editor-in-Chief or assume a position on the Senior Board. 
Benefits of SELJ Membership
SELJ is hard work. Staff Writers spend an average of 60 hours during the semester editing, cite-checking, and bluebooking articles. Staff Writers must also dedicate sufficient time to complete drafts of their Note or Comment as they become due and to perform their assigned committee duties. But the benefits far outweigh the time investment.
Membership of any law journal can add millions of dollars of increased income over the course of an entire legal career. The most prestigious of law firms, judges, and academic institutions require membership on a .journal as a prerequisite for interviews. Some managing partners feel that membership on a journal is more important than grades. Firms value membership on a journal because of, "the critical writing experience that the student gains as he or she goes through the process of writing and editing a note or article .... the student not only is getting writing experience, but is well organized ... and able to do sustained legal analysis and critique."
Another benefit is the training and experience each Staff Writer and Editor receives. Intense cite​-checking and editing of articles leads to increased attention to detail and knowledge of citation rules that all attorneys use in practice. Thus, all SELJ members are far more prepared for the practice of law.
SELJ also provides networking opportunities. Each year, several of Arizona's largest firms attend our orientation week and sponsor social events with the SELJ. This is an opportunity to meet attorneys and potential interviewers before on-campus interviews (OCI).  Additionally, we are primarily practitioner-based publication.  The members of SELJ are responsible for contacting and soliciting articles from these practitioners.  Through the editing process, SELJ members have the opportunity to impress the practitioner authors and develop relationships with them.  Additionally, SELJ’s annual Conference is a great networking opportunity with sports and entertainment lawyers from across the country.
The opportunity to be a published author is another important benefit. All of our members have the opportunity to be published. Being published is a resume enhancer and makes members more marketable to employers. Publication also showcases researching and writing ability and gives SELJ members the opportunity to contribute to scholarly debate within the legal community

Finally, SELJ is an opportunity to interact with some of the finest students of the College of Law who share a common interest in sports and entertainment law. SELJ holds several social functions throughout the year. The relationships members build with one another on SELJ will last for a lifetime. 
Selection of Members
Each year students are invited to join SELJ.  There are 2 avenues to SELJ membership: 
1) Grade-On (1L only)

2) Statement of Interest
1) Grade-On
The top 20% of 1L students are invited to join based on class rank, as calculated by the Registrar after the Spring semester. The Editor-in-Chief will invite the top 20% in order of rank. If a student declines the invitation, an invitation will be extended to the next ranked student. Invitations will be extended regardless of the candidate’s participation in interest-based part of the application process and conditioned upon the student’s continued compliance with the College of Law’s Honor Code.  
2) Statement of Interest

Any student interested in joining SELJ who is in good academic standing can submit a 1-2 page statement of interest and resume to the recruitment chair.  Applicants will be screened and selected for an interview after which positions on SELJ will be offered.  The applicant can accept or reject their offer from the Editor-in-Chief pursuant to the agreed upon policies and procedures of the four Journals and their recruitment guidelines posted on the website.
Next Steps
1. If you are a 1L, the top 20% of students will be invited in order of class rank after the Registrar finalized Spring semester grades.  
2.  If you are interested in applying for a position you will submit a statement of interest and resume to Molly Haas at molly.haas@asu.edu.  More information about deadlines for that will be posted shortly. 
3.  Invitations based on statements of interest will be extended on or about July 15, 2010 and are coordinated with all other journal invitations. All students, including those who grade-on, will be given reasonable time to consider and choose the journal that best suits their needs.
4.  Transfer students may apply for membership by August 1, 2011.
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Grade Release Form

I authorize the Arizona State University, Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law to release my grades and class rank information to the Sports and Entertainment Law Journal.
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☐ 2013
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SUMMER CONTACT INFO:

_______________________________
__________________________________

Address




City, State ZIP

_______________________________
__________________________________

Email Address




Alternate Email Address

_______________________________
__________________________________

Phone





Alternate Phone
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