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...the legal system should never meddle with the price of 
anything….Meddling with it deprives the market of the correct 
information and guidance resulting in overuse and waste. 
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Byr nei ng Boadle 
By Ravi Arora 
 
I n the home of the Beat les, 
Though before the band’s hour , 
A businessman, named Boadle, 
Bought  barrels of flour . 
 
I n between buying 
And bakers receiving, 
The bulk of the batch 
Was stored for  safe keeping. 
 
Barrels were stored 
In a double floored bui lding, 
Beyond the bare ground 
But  not  far  from the cei l ing. 
 
One beaut i ful  day, 
Byrne embarked on a st rol l , 
Br inging him beneath 
The flour  depot ’s window. 
 
The sky being blank, 
At  least  bereft  of st ray bar rels, 
Byrne bl indly bumbled, 
Unbeknownst  of his per i l . 
 
Of a sudden the window 
Became a black hole, 
Drawing loose barrels out  
And dropping them below! 
 
Or  maybe a gobl in, 
Bacchanal and bored, 
Began bowling barrels 
Beneath to the road. 
 
I n either  abstract ion, 
Byrne was bewildered 
When a blunt  and brutal  blow 
To his brain was del ivered! 
 
Baffled and broken, 
Badly beaten and bruised, 
Byrne bit  the dust  
L ike one bel l igerent ly boozed. 
 
Being brought  about  
By doctors benign, 
He soon became baffled 
About  the blow to his mind. 
 
Remember ing the bout , 
One name came to bear , 
Belonging to Boadle 
And owing burden of care. 
 
Byrne thus brought , 
To the bast ion of the cour t , 
The blatant  and besmirching 
Beast  of Boadle’s tor t . 
 
Boadle beseeched 
The judge’s benignity 
But  the judge beseeched Boadle 
To spare this breech of his dignity. 
 
“Obviously,” he began, 
“Barrels be not  beings, 
Nor  be they winged, 
Nor  behold any feel ings! 
 
Barrels be but  objects, 
Bel ieving else is non sequi tur , 
And this be but  a case 
Of res ipsa loquitur ! 
 
Thus, Boadle, you best ial 
And brainless baboon, 
I  bestow upon you negl igence 
Befi t t ing a buffoon. 
 
For  the blunder ing bl ight  
Of barrels uncontrol led, 
The balance of your  bank 
Onto Byrne be now rol led!” 
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